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This activity is meant to bring both teachers and students to reflect on
how inclusion and acceptance are more complex than simply “live and
let live”.

You will be presented with some realistic scenarios that have elements
of complexity management. You will find two possible solutions or
attitudes (A and B). None of them is right and none is wrong. They are
just possible approaches to the situation. We ask you, or your students,
to decide whether you agree with the approach A, with the approach B,
or if you think a different approach, a different solution or a
compromise can be reached.

At the end of the file you will find some prompts to guide the
reflection. Sometimes the prompts contain further details on the
situation presented, to help you reflect on how much context or
interiorised prejudices can influence our judgment.

Prompt n.5 has been left blank so that you can create your own
scenario if you want.

We hope you will enjoy this activity!
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1.Your school facility only has girls restrooms and boys
restrooms. A student comes out as trans and asks you which
bathroom they should use from now on.
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2.0ne of your students, from a very religious background, has said out
loud that gay people are against nature and that they need to be cured
because they are psychologically ill. Another student, openly gay, has
reported the accident as discrimination and demands actions.
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3.You decide to have a lesson on gay authors and artists for Pride Month. A few
days later, both parents of one of your students (a minor) come to speak to you.
They are angry, accuse you of brainwashing their child and making him feel deeply
uncomf ortable, and ask that you stick to education and leave political issues out of
the class.
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4. For this year's International Women's Day, your school sets out to have
a cycle of seminars and conf'erences targeted at girls only. Your male
students riot, complaining that they're being excluded and are victims of
reverse discrimination.
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PROMPTS FOR REFLECTION.

1.Have you thought about asking the students how they feel about it?
Would your perception or solution change if | told you the student is
transitioning from male to female?

2.Remember the definitions of bullying, discrimination and hate speech. Is
there a line when it comes to freedom of expression and thought? Where
do you think the line should be? Would your perception or solution
change if | told you the first student was Muslim?

3. Have you though about looking for support from a principal or from other
colleagues? How much freedom of movement should be left to individual
teachers on controversial issues? Do you think there should be a unitary
school policy? How much weight should the families’ opinions have on
education?

4.How much do you think context matters? Would your perception or
solution change if I'told you it’s a prevalently boys’ school? Have you
considered asking the students directly what they would like and
appreciate?
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THANK YOU!
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